CATECHISM OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

GIAO LYCUA HOI THANH CONG GIAO

1. What is the plan of God for man?

God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a
plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make
him share in his own blessed life. In the fullness of
time, God the Father sent his Son as the Redeemer
and Savior of mankind, fallen into sin, thus calling
all into his Church and, through the work of the
Holy Spirit, making them adopted children and heirs
of his eternal happiness.

CHAPTER ONE
Man's Capacity for God

“You are great, O Lord, and greatly to be praised |[...]
You have made us for yourself and our heart is
restless until it rests in you.” (Saint Augustine)

2. Why does man have a desire for God?

God himself, in creating man in his own image, has
written upon his heart the desire to see him. Even if
this desire is often ignored, God never ceases to
draw man to himself because only in God will he
find and live the fullness of truth and happiness for
which he never stops searching. By nature and by
vocation, therefore, man is a religious being, capable
of entering into communion with God. This intimate
and vital bond with God confers on man his
fundamental dignity.

3. How is it possible to know God with only the
licht of human reason?

Starting from creation, that is from the world and
from the human person, through reason alone one
can know God with certainty as the origin and end of
the universe, as the highest good and as infinite truth
and beauty.

GIAO CONG GIAO

1. Y dinh ciia Thién Chia danh cho con ngwdi
la gi ?

Thién Chua tu ban thé 1a Pang v6 cing hoan hao va
hanh phuc. Theo y dinh nhén héu, Ngai da tu y tao
dung con ngudi, dé cho ho duoc thong phan su song
hanh phic ciia Ngai. Khi thoi gian dén hdi vién man,
Thién Chtia Cha di ctr Con Ngai dén 1am Pang Ctru
Thé chudc toi cho nhan loai da sa nga trong toi 161, dé
kéu goi ho vao trong Hoi thanh Ngai, va nho tac dong
ctia Chtia Thanh Than, d6n nhén ho lam dudng tu, va
duoc thira huong hanh phtic vinh ciru cua Ngai.

CHUONG MOT

CON NGUOI “CO KHA NANG” PON NHAN
THIEN CHUA

“Lay Chua, Chua vi dai va dang ca tung. . . . Chua da
dung nén ching con cho Chua, va tim hon cia ching
con ludn xao xuyén cho dén khi duoc yén nghi trong

Chtia” (Thanh Augustind).

2. Tai sao con ngwoi khat khao Thién Chua ?

Khi tao dung con nguoi theo hinh anh minh, chinh
Thién Chuia d3 khic ghi vao trong tim hon ho sy khat
khao nhin thiy Ngai. Ca khi ho khong nhan ra su khat
khao nay, Thién Chua van khong nging 16i kéo ho
dén v6i minh, vi chi noi Thién Chia, ho méi séng va
tim dugc chén ly va hanh phtic vién man ma ho luén
tim kiém. Vi vay, tu ban chit va do on goi cia minh,
con ngudi 1a mot hiru thé ton gido, co kha ning budc
vao sy hiép thong voi Thién Chaa. Day lién hé mat
thiét va song dong nay v6i Thién Chiaa dem lai cho
con ngudi pham gia cin ban ctia minh.

3. Vi anh sang tw nhién cua ly tri, con ngwoi co
thé nhan biét Thién Chua khong ?

Khoi tir cong trinh tao dung, nghia 14 tir thé giGi vat
chat va con nguoi, con nguoi co thé chi dung 1y tri
cling nhén biét cach chic chan ¢6 Thién Chia la
nguon gbc va cung dich cua vil try, 14 sy thién hao
tuyét voi, 1a chan ly va vé dep vo cung vo tan.




